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Forecast of Pea Production 


A reduction of about 33 per cent in the acreage of green 
peas for manufacture is shown in the forecast for 1927 issued 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics under date of June 27, 
with an estimated decrease in production of about 26 per cent 
compared with the 1926 crop. 

In the following table are shown the acreage and produc- 
tion of green peas for manufacture in the years 1923-26 as re- 
ported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and the Bu- 
reau’s estimates of acreage and production in 1927, along with 
the pack of canned peas as compiled by the National Canners 
Association. 


Conference With Secretary Jardine on Agricultural Research 
Program 

Representatives of the agricultural, industrial and other or- 
ganizations who on June 6 called upon President Coolidge and 
asked his consideration and approval of a broader agricultural 
research program by the Department, had a conference with 
Secretary Jardine on June 25 and asked his endorsement and 
support of such additional research as might be recommended by 
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the men best qualified in the Department to show how and where 
the most effective work can be done. At the close of the con- 
ference Secretary Jardine is quoted as saying: 


“IT have repeatedly stated that the time has come for a real 
enlargement of our research work. Every estimate which we 
feel can be justified will be approved and transmitted as a part 
of our estimates for the Department's work for next year.” 

Under the budget system, the estimates for research work, 
project by project, must be passed upon by the Secretary of 
Agriculture and transmitted-to the Bureau of the Budget, and it 
was the purpose of the Conference with Secretary Jardine to 
urge upon him that these estimates by the Department workers 
be treated in the most liberal way that the importance of the 
work would justify. 

The National Canners Association played an important part 
in these conferences, being represented in the delegations that 
met with both President Coolidge and Secretary Jardine. 


Canned Food Exports in May 


Exports of canned foods in May were larger, in all classes, 
than during the same month last year. The figures as compiled 


by the Department of Commerce follow: 


May, 1926 May, 1927 

Pounds Values Pounds Values 
Canned meats, total 1,223,629 $430,789 1,355,458 
Beef 7 71,387 259,118 
64,261 274,082 
428,518 3,642,446 
Evaporated milk 6,962,890 716,308 7,304,593 
Canned vegetables, total... .5,131,701 549,479 5,688,131 
Canned fruits, total Y 393,982 10,225,996 
i y 9,268 649,142 
43,403 4,221,197 
126,829 2,258,956 
138,085 1,271,532 
86,327 2,069,088 
136,537 2,824,053 


Pharmacology of Tin 


With reference to the investigation on tin salts conducted 
by the Bureau of Chemistry, referred to in article from “Science” 
quoted in last week's Information Letter, the following state- 
ment by E. W. Schwartze and W. F. Clarke has been authorized 
by the Bereau: 


During an engortmnentes period of from.3 to 4 weeks, guinea 
pigs were fed a diet containing canned pumpkin carrying 777 
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parts per million of tin, calculated as metal, in the following 
forms: (1) Tin due to corrosion of block tin immersed in pump- 
kin packed in glass; (2) Added stannous tin, as chloride; (3) 
Added stannic tin, as chloride. Food was prepared by mixing 
nine parts of the pumpkin and one part of whole milk powder. 
Greens and hay were fed separately in amounts needed to avoid 
scurvy. Animals grew well and no abnormal condition was 
found. The kidneys, spleen and liver, lumped for each animal, 
were analyzed; no tin was found. Analyses of the carcasses are 
not yet finished. For one animal the gastro-intestinal tract and 
contents were analyzed after allowing a post feeding period of 
three days on a tin-free diet; five mgs. of tin were found. 

Cats were fed on canned sardines containing 222 parts per 
million tin, but developed polyneuritis in three to four weeks, 
which seriously interfered with the appetite and the progress 
of a successful feeding experiment. To avoid the dietary 
troubles it was necessary to alternate with meat or to feed com- 
pressed yeast. Cats received between 1.2 g. and 2.2 g. tin dur- 
ing three to seven months. Analyses of spleen, liver, kidneys, 
portion of muscles, heart, portions of skin, portion of blood, and 
lungs, separately, showed no tin. Analysis of bone is not yet 
finished. 

Experiments were carried out with injections of tin as so- 
dium stannous malate, but analyses are not yet finished. 

Four human beings were fed tin as carried in canned as- 
paragus and canned pumpkin. The quantities of tin ingested 
varied from 2 to 2.75 g. in the course of five days. Analyses were 
made of the urines composited for each man during the tin-feed- 
ing period and during three tin-free diet post periods of three 
days each. In no case was more than 0.4 mg. of apparent tin 
oxide found, and the residues were not pure. Since the quanti- 
ties concerned were so small, it was not feasible to purify. Mi- 
crochemical tests (sensitive to 0.00007 mg.) showed tin absent 
- . As 16 analyses; in the other 4 the tests were positive, 

ut faint. 


Hearing Held on Cherry Tariff 


A public hearing on the present tariff on cherries in their 
natural state, sulphured or in brine, was held before the U. S. 
Tariff Commission on June 28 and 29, at which were present 
representatives of California and Oregon cherry growers and 
other farm interests who seek an increase in the tariff rates; also 
representatives of eastern manufacturers of maraschino cherries 
and others who oppose an increase. 


The basis of the petition of the domestic growers is that the 
cost of. labor in this country makes it impossible for cherry 
growers on the Pacific Coast to compete with the Italian product, 
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particularly since the ruling of the Court of Customs Appeals 
that the two-cent rate applies to pitted cherries as well as to 
unpitted. 

Those objecting to any increase in the duty based their argu- 
ment largely on the claim that cherries produced in this country 
are not of the size or texture suitable for the manufacture of 
maraschino type cherries or confectionery. The fact that do- 
mestic growers had not offered the Eastern manufacturers cher- 
ries suitable for their purpose in recent years was asserted as 
supporting this claim. 

In rebuttal the representatives of the cherry growers testi- 
fied that if the rate of duty on this product were adjusted so that 
it becomes possible for the California industry to compete with 
the Italian product there will be no difficulty in producing the 
type of cherries desired by the Eastern manufacturers. A letter 
from Dr. Taylor of the Bureau of Plant Industry to the Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau Federation was read into the record which ap- 
peared to support the contention of the Pacific Coast growers. 

The hearing was quite informal, and each side was given full 
opportunity to question the witnesses on the other side. 


Tariff Commission Begins Investigation 


With funds becoming available on July 1 from its appropria- 
tion for the new fiscal year, the U. S. Tariff Commission will be- 
gin field work on ten investigations it had already decided upon, 
included in which is the investigation of the cost of production of 
fresh and canned tomatoes. 


Grading of Canned Corn and Canned Peas 


Tentative forms of score sheets for canned corn and canned 
peas as approved at the recent meeting of the Association's Com- 
mitte on Definitions and Standards have been printed, and a few 
of these sheets will soon be distributed to each member who cans 
corn or peas and to the secretaries of state associations which are 
interested in these products. An additional supply of either of 
these sheets will be furnished to canners or state associations 
upon request. 


It is the earnest wish of the Committee that these sheets be 
given a thorough practical trial. Any comment or suggested 
changes submitted as a result of such trial] will be given careful 
consideration by the Committee before these score sheets are 
recommended for official adoption by the Association. 
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Tentative Report on Freight Rates From Wisconsin to East 


In a report proposed by Examiner Carter, in the case (Dock- 
et 17906) involving rates on canned goods in carloads from 
points in Wisconsin to destinations in New York, New Jersey, 
and New England, it is recommended that the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission find the present rates unreasonable and that 
the Commission prescribe reasonable rates for the future ap- 
plicable over the car ferry routes across Lake Michigan. The 
report also recommends that reparation be denied the complain- 
ants. 

The Commission has not yet taken action on the recommen- 
dations. 

Examiner Carter’s report proposes that the Commission 
find that the rates from Wisconsin to the destination will be un- 
reasonable over the car ferry route across Lake Michigan to the 
extent they exceed the following rates: 

1. Sixty cents to New York, N. Y., from group A, which 
includes points in Wisconsin on and east of the line of the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee from Coleman south through Wiswell, DePere, 
Chilton, Waldo, Rice Lake, Fredonia, Saukville, Cedarsburg, 
Theinsville, to Milwaukee, except the west bank Lake Michigan 
ports, Sturgeon Bay, Green Bay, Denmark and Marbel, from 
which ports and points the present rates are not changed. 

2. Sixty-four and five-tenths cents to New York, N. Y., from 
group B, which includes points on and east of the line of the 
Chicago and Northwestern extending from the boundary line 
between the states of Wisconsin and Minnesota south through 
Antigo, Rosholt, thence in a straight line to Stevens Point, thence 
south on and east of the line of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. 
Paul through De Forrest to Madison, thence on and east of the 
line of the Chicago and Northwestern from Madison through 
Evansville, Footville to Beloit. The eastern boundary of this 
group is the western boundary of group A. 

8. Sixty-eight cents to New York, N. Y., from group C, 
which includes points on and east of the line of the Chicago and 
Northwestern from Ashland south through Rice Lake, Cheetex, 
Bloomer, Chippewa Falls, to Eau Claire, thence on and east of 
the line of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul to Wabasha. 
a aoe boundary of this group is the western boundary of 

rroup B. 

4. Seventy-two cents to New York, N. Y., from group D, 
which includes points west of the western boundary of group © 
to the western boundary line between Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

— rates prescribed are to apply only over the car ferry 
routes. 
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Rates to other destinations in the destination territory 
should be published by the same of such 
rates to the rates prescribed to New York, N. Y., as the present 
rates to destinations other than New York, N. Y,, bear to the 
present rates to New York. 


Peru Rescinds Insurance Certificate Requirement 


The Peruvian decree of March 24 which stipulated that on 
and after July 1, 1927, the invoices covering shipments of goods 
to Peru must be accompanied by an insurance certificate or a 
copy of an insurance policy, has been rescinded by a decree of 
June 25, according to a cable to the Department of Commerce 
from the commercial attache at Lima. 


Bulletin Issued on Refrigeration of Fish 


The U. S. Bureau of Fisheries has issued as Document No. 
1016, a 135-page bulletin entitled “Refrigeration of Fish,’’ by 
Harden F. Taylor. The bulletin discusses the scientific principles 
involved, the changes that take place in fish and their prevention 
by cold, the design, construction and equipment of fish freezers, 
freezing methods, transportation of frozen fish and related topics. 
There is also a brief summary of cold storage laws as applied to 
fish and sea foods. 


Freight Loadings Decrease 


Revenue freight loadings for the week ended on June 18 
amounted to 1,016,351 cars, a decrease of 11,954 cars under the 
preceding week, reductions being reported in the loadings of all 
commodities excepting merchandise and less-than-carload lot 
freight. Compared with the corresponding week last year, the 
total was a decrease of 20,292 cars. 


Cherry Crop Prospects in Italy 


Prospects are favorable for the cherry crop in Southern 
Italy this year, according to a report by the American consul at 
Naples, under date of May 28. Cherries for exportation (the so- 
called Imperials from Avellino and mountain cherries from 
Vesuvius) are not yet harvested in Southern Italy, and it is ex- 
pected that this year’s prices will be higher than last year, owing 
to the appreciation in the exchange value of the Italian lira. 


Gold Coast Restrictions on Condensed Milk 


According to the London Board of Trade Journal of May 
26, the importation into the Gold Coast Colony of condensed or 
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evaported milk containing less than 9 per cent by weight of milk 
fat, and dried milk or milk powder containing less than 26 per 
cent by weight of milk fat, is prohibited, effective July 15, 1927. 


Tariff Classification of Canned Fruits in Uruguay 


The American commercial attache in Montevideo in a report 
with respect to the Uruguayan classification of “fruits in water” 
and “fruits in syrup” points out that to be classified as “fruits in 
water,” and entitled to the rate of customs duty for that class, 
fruits except pineapples must have a liquor with a sugar content 
of 15 per cent or less. In the case of pineapples the liquor may 
have a sugar content of 25 per cent. 


Trend Toward Apartment-House Living 


The trend toward apartment house living in the United 
States has frequently been mentioned as one of the chief factors 
making for a larger consumption of canned foods. While statis- 
tics are not available showing the actual number of families liv- 
ing in apartment houses as compared with the number living in 
single dwellings, the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has re- 
cently published statistics on construction during the last six 
years that are quite significant in indicating the trend toward 
apartment houses. 


In 1921 accommodations were provided by new apartment 
houses for only 24 per cent of all the families provided for during 
that year, whereas in 1926 the proportion provided for in apart- 
ments had risen to 45 per cent. During the same period the pro- 
vision of single residences dropped from 58 per cent of the total 
to 40 per cent, and the proportion of two-family dwellings also 
declined. At present, therefore, it appears that almost one-half 
of the new housing accommodations being constructed are in the 
form of apartments and that the proportion has been steadily 
on the increase during recent years. The details, sad years, are 
given in the following table: 


Total number of Per cent of families provided for in— 


families provided for 
1-family 2-family Multi-family 
dwellings dwellings dwellings 

58.3 17.8 

47.5 21.3 

45.8 21.2 

47.6 21.5 

46.0 17.5 

40.7 13.9 


Year 
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Packers and Stockyards Administration 


The Packers and Stockyards Administration, by order of 
Secretary of Agriculture Jardine, is abolished, effective July 1, 
and from that time the enforcement of the Packers and Stock- 
yards Act of 1921 will be under the chief of the Bureau of Ani- 
mal Industry. 


Wholesale and Retail Trade in May 


The volume of wholesale trade increased slightly in May, 
according to reports received by the Federal Reserve System. 
Sales of groceries and meats were larger than in April, while 
those of other lines included in the Federal Reserve Board’s index 
of wholesale trade were somewhat smaller. Compared with the 
corresponding period of last year, the total volume of wholesale 
trade was slightly smaller, reflecting reductions in sales in all 
lines except groceries and drugs, which were somewhat larger 
than a year ago. 

Although retail trade showed more than the usual seasonal 
decline in May, the trade for the first five months of this year 
was in a larger volume than for the same period in 1926. Sales 


of department stores averaged about 4 per cent smaller in May 
than for the high level of April, but mail order houses reported 
about the same amount of business. Reports to the Board 
showed also that inventories of department stores were reduced 
slightly more than ordinarily occurs in May. As a result of this 
reduction, the inventories were as the same level on June 1 
as for the same date last year. 
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